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Our technology 
produces the highest 
quality leafy greens, 
free of pesticides 
and herbicides.
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At CAN-Agri we believe that by 
mastering our methodology and 
business model, we provide the first 
truly scalable and commercially 
viable vertical farming solution to 
the market. 

Skills and knowledge transfer play 
a pivotal role in the success of our 
product. This enable our customers 
to gain value in their farming 
operations.

At our full-scale farming unit, we 
have proven our model facilitates 
accelerated plant growth through 
CAN-Agri developed precision 
farming techniques.

We guarantee superior quality and 
consistent yield of fresh produce 
with extended shelf life.

Our farming unit is currently in 
operation in Pretoria, South Africa. 
The facility is used for further 
research and development as well 
as growing, packing and supplying 
produce to the South African retail 
market.

Our Story
About CAN-Agri

The future of your farming 
operation starts here, we 
want to grow it with you.
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Growth is a 
very profound 
experience.

“
“



Meet the team

Key People

Francois  |   Propogationist

Alyson  |   CFOGideo   |   R&D Francois  |   CEO

Jean  |   Application Specialist Hendrik  |   Operations



Zeder is an active investor in the broad agribusiness industry with 

a specific focus on the food and beverage sectors. Over the years 

Zeders’ strategy owning large strategic and controlling interests 

in leading companies and organizations where Zeder assists with 

portfolio and investee strategies, while monitoring and overseeing 

optimal capital allocations to ensure sustainable investment returns. 

Zeder owns a 30% share in CAN-Agri and provides ongoing support 

as an investment partner.
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ZEDER INVESTMENTS LIMITED

Key Investors



Our Farm
Our  full scale commercial farming 

unit in  Pretoria, South Africa is used 

for research and development of new 

hardware, methods and techniques.



We have successfully   
trialed over 240 varieties 
of leafy greens and several 
types of vegetables 
including lettuce from 
various seed suppliers.

“
“
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At CAN-Agri  we strategise with the customer to develop their greenhouse according 

to their specif ic needs.  These needs wil l  be driven by the chosen commodity,  cl imatic 

conditions,  desired volume of supply and topographical constraints of each site. 

The CAN-Agri  greenhouse is specif ical ly developed to faci l itate scalabil ity and 

f lexibil ity in production volume. A standard commercial  farm unit is  made up 

with a series of 800 m2 (8 500 sq ft)  greenhouses.  The scalabil ity of the 

farming unit is  depedable on the number of Greenhouses,  however it  is 

not recommended to have less than four units. 

Included in the design are services such as a nursery,  packhouse and coldrooms, 

each tai lored to cl ient needs and the volume of produce required for packing, 

processing and coldchain management.  In lay man’s terms, you can expand the 

number of greenhouses unti l  you max out the peak load capacity of either the 

packhouse,  nursary or coldrooms. At this point ,  those faci l it ies would need to be 

expanded.
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Each greenhouse can 
accommodate up to 

82 000 plants in rows
of vertical grow tubes.

Therefore, the minimum 
recommended size of
four greenhouses can 

accommodate up
to 328 000 plants.
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Grow Tubes
Our seedlings are placed into our patented grow 

tubes. Each tube holds 80 plants in total.
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The water is fed to the top of the 

growing tube and gravitates down. 

Through the growing tubes purified, 

oxygenated and nutrient rich water 

flows over the roots. Water then 

flows to the pump room where it 

is conditioned and recycled in a 

continuous closed loop system.
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Grow Towers 
The grow towers are formatted into critically spaced 

rows, which allow sunlight to penetrate down to the 

ground level illuminating all the plants.

Nutrient-rich water fed to the top of the tubes gravitate 

back to the pump room where the water is conditioned 

and recycled in a continuous cycle. 

The enclosed environment permits suitable growing 

conditions to facilitate a quickened growth cycle all 

year round with a consistent daily harvest of quality 

produce.

Every day one or more rows are harvested planted or 

replanted, forming a continuous daily production cycle.



Growth is 
never by mere 
chance; it is 
the result of 
forces working 
together.
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Water cycles from the plants in the growth tubes, 

back to the catchment tanks in the pump room. This 

water is conditioned with nutrients and temperature 

regulated .   A l l   var iables  in  the  greenhouse 

are  controlled e.g. Temperature, Humidity, UV, 

Ventilation. Control systems are integrated and 

programable via direct or web based access. 

Our Process
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Our Produce
Sample Varieties
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We engage with our customer to understand their specific market needs 

and work with them to optimise the mix of produce in each facility.
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At CAN-Agri we have developed a multi-faceted solution that ensures 

each customer has the support required to successfully commission 

and sustain a CAN-Agri Greenhouse. A six phase approach is employed, 

each phase developed to ensure customer success.

Each step of the process is covered by a detailed consultation 

agreement ensuring transparency.

Our Approach
Ensuring your success

PHASE 1: CONSULTATION AGREEMENT      

PHASE 2: BUILD     

PHASE 3: SUPPLY  

PHASE 4: INSTALL

PHASE 5: TRAIN    

PHASE 6: MAINTAIN & SUPPORT
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Consultation Agreement 

Build

Phase 1

Phase 2

CAN-Agri will render a consultation service to the customer assisting in the 

design and construction of the building phase of the project. The design 

needs to be developed to suit local conditions and site-specific topography. 

CAN-Agri will be responsible for the design and detail documentation.

The design and construction will be done in collaboration with client 

appointed local professionals. This is done to ensure statutory and legal 

compliance as well as making best use of local contractors and materials. 

The project budget will be determined upon completion of this phase and 

construction of the base building and civils can commence.

The CAN-Agri team engages with the customer to understand a number 

of critical factors to the design of the greenhouse and subsequent build. 

These include but are not limited to; produce to be grown, desired volume 

to supply the local market, site specific topography, local climatic conditions 

and country specific laws and legislations.

The design team will then customise the building of the greenhouse, 

nursery and support areas which bring together system requirements and 

customer’s specifications. Once the solution design has been agreed upon, 

a project budget will be supplied.

Construction of the greenhouse, nursery and support areas will only 

commence upon approval of the budget. A strong collaboration between 

CAN-Agri and local professionals will ensure statutory and legal compliance. 

CAN-Agri will also make use of the customer’s locally appointed contractors 

and materials.
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Phase 3 

Phase 4 

CAN-Agri supplies the specialised 

equipment, including CAN-Agri’s 

patented planting containers and 

tower sections, as well as other 

components needed for the project. 

All supplies and product shipments 

are arranged by CAN-Agri.

The CAN-Agri team will commission 

all the equipment on site for the 

customer.

Supply

Install
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Phase 5

Off-site training program

The client receives off-site training on all operational procedures 

at our facility in Pretoria (South Africa). We provide an on-site 

refresher-course at the customer’s own facility upon start-up.

Selected personnel will receive basic training, with in-depth follow 

up training courses provided to the section managers.

• Basic training course covers seedling production, planting and 

harvesting methods as well as packaging and handling.

• Advanced training course includes the Controlled Environment 

Farming techniques, certification processes on Global Good 

Agricultural Practices (Global G.A.P.) as well as Occupational 

Health and Safety.

• The training curriculum will comprise of theoretical and practical 

procedures that inform, direct, and involve the customer’s 

operational team in daily routines.

• An Approval Test will be conducted at the end of the training 

period.

Train 



Phase 6

A tailor-made agreement will govern the relationship and 

administer the roles and responsibilities of the parties 

during the first five years of the project.

CAN-Agri will provide support and maintenance of the 

equipment supplied to our customer through on-site 

staff dedicated to the project. We continue to remote 

monitor progress via data logging. Additionaly, our 

customers benefit greatly from the ongoing research and 

development work CAN-Agri provides.

Support and Maintain 



Support Includes:

• Set-up assistance: CAN-Agri personnel do the commissioning process on all 

systems, equipment and components.

• Start-up assistance: CAN-Agri personnel will be onsite for an agreed period to 

define the scope of work and start-up plan.

• Our Global Team are always available should you require advice and assistance. 

Telephonically, via Internet based VPN and / or Remote Desktop.

CAN-Agri will provide dedicated and trained on-site staff.

Our staff component consists of:

• Plant Room Operator - monitors and operate basic aspects of the pump and 

plant room.

• Plant Propagationist - is stationed on-site to assist with the cultivation of 

seedlings, nutrient science, early pathogen detection and quality control. With 

essential knowledge of plant ecology, photochemistry, cell biology and plant 

morphology

• Plant Maintenance Specialist - responsible for all maintenance of the facility.
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• 24-hour support is available from our greenhouse 

operations, and equipment-programming 

department.

• In case of emergency CAN-Agri will provide on-

site assistance at your premises.

• Our team of experts help you establish and setup of 

all operation variables and requirements. Included 

in this is the model for greenhouse climate zones, 

growth rates, water temperatures, detailed 

mineral / nutrient content through monitoring, 

data capture and analysis.

• Intelligent data is compiled into periodic reports 

where exceptional information will be highlighted. 

Smart Communication are provided via SMS/ email 

and with additional real time, readily available, 

data from the plant room or to the client.

• One yearly on-site audits will determine the status 

of the systems, equipment and components. Our 

team compile this on your behalf.

• Together we adjust ongoing maintenance 

programmes to incorporate the findings of these 

reports.

CAN-Agri will be responsible for all 

maintenance of the facility.

Support and Maintain 





CAN-Agri provides a vertical farming solution to produce leafy greens 

in a controlled environment with the following goals in mind:

Benefits

WHAT WE WANT TO ACHIEVE:

Continuous Suppy

Low water and fertilizer usage

Eliminate the use of pesticide



Reduce transport costs and distance to market

Urban farming on a small footprint and 
remove farm dependency on land

Increase farm yields per square meter by 
farming vertically

Eliminate the need to wash & increase shelf 
life



Consistent all year round product delivery

Real time monitoring & data logging 

Automation of critical 
variables in the operations

Guarantee product consistency 
all year 



Design, developed and tested solution

Provide ongoing support 

Provide ongoing maintenance on site 

THIS IS HOW:



Reasons to 
Believe

• IP Protected

• Commercialised

• Delivery Assurances

Planting
& harvesting 
according to 
demand Small 

land area 
required(daily, weekly or 

monthly) 

• No Seasonality

• Low on resources

• Record Yields

Accelerated
Growth
4 to 5 weeks 
from transplant 
to harvest



Our team is 
professional, 
experienced 
& motivated

Existing 5000 m2 / 
54 000 sq ft farm in 
operation

• Low water and 
nutrient demand

• Reduced
     transport costs

• Superior Quality and 
Extended shelf life

All variables 
automated & 
monitored

Proven

High
Yields

“Change is inevitable, growth is intentional” 



INFORMATION BROCHURE

Grown Up 
Greens
We combine our skills and technology to grow 
produce that will keep your body’s foundation 
strong, since it is the only place you have to 
live.

Our wide variety of leafy greens are grown at our testing 

facility in Pretoria, South Africa. The success of this facility 

provides solid proof and comfort to the client by being able 

to view the final product. The CAN-Agri system requires a 

fraction of the resources needed in comparison to that of 

open field farming techniques. In additional to this benefit, 

the CAN-Agri system generate substantially higher yields of 

quality produce with longer shelf life. 

Our pesticide-free farming methods make us environmentally 

friendly. We aim to grow the most refined produce imaginable, 

by controlling every step of the process, from seeding up to 

the final product. Our greenhouses are designed to grow in 

any climate and have an exceptionally small footprint. This 

unique way of farming suits urban areas, enabling us to 

supply produce directly to the retail market. 

Our consumer brand 



Our plants are nurtured in 
a controlled, pesticide-free 
environment to ensure you 
get great tasting, healthier 
produce that has a longer 
shelf life. 
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Yield per annum: 180-200 kg/m2 

The Numbers

1 kW/kg

1.5 L/kg

10 L/kg

0.1 hr/kg

Energy 

Water

Fertilizer

Labour

*Based on scale production of lettuce varietals



Don’t go
through life,
grow through
life.
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www.can-agri.com

http://www.can-agri.com

